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Songwon extends reach to global markets

additives supplier Songwon. The Ulsun-

bused compuny unnounced it would
ucyuire a share of Chinese firm Tangshan
Buifu Chemicul, one of the world’s single
largest producer of thioesters und it would
take on u mujority stuke in Indian poly-
mer stubiliser muker HPL Additives. Back
in home country South Koreu, Songwon
is in the midst of expunding the anti-oxi-
dunt cupacity ut its Mueum fucility where
un additional 15,000 tonnes will come on
stream this August.

This yeur, Songwon expects to make u
significunt investment in the Middle Eust.
“We are looking ut dll opportunities to
grow, definitely polymer stabilisers business
is one murket,” suid Muurizio Butti, Song-
won |hternational AG’s CEO (pictured).

*It will probubly be u hew plant,” Butti
told APN. *We are uctively looking into this
und hope to muke un unnouncement in
the next couple of months.”

Songwon hus shortlisted three possible
locutions in the Middle East for the lutest
investment, numely Suudi Arubia, Qutar
und Abu Dhabi. As a result of specidl cli-
matic conditions und trends in this part of

The yeur 2010 wus un exciting one for

e
the world, Butfti expects u high demund
for Songwon’s Onhe-Puck System blends,
which dre customised formulue contain-

ing u combinution of udditives, sometimes
in different physicul forms.

Songwon hus come u long way since
its beyinninys us u producer of PVC stubi-
lisers buck in 1965. More distribution ugents
were udded over the yeurs to sell outside
South Koreu and by 2005, 20% to 30% of
output is exported. Toduy, thut proportion
is inversed — ubout 70% of Sohgwon'’s busi-
ness comes from internutional markets.
Butti suid yeur-end estimates of sules rev-
enue for 2010 wus uround USS$500 million,
which is more than double that of sules just
five yeurs ago (US$230 million).

Sohgwon sets its sights on growing even
larger. "If we wunt 1o serve the big polymer
producers, we must have the cupdacity to
meet the demund,” he explained.

Besides beefiny up cupucity, buck
intfegration is another crucial element of
Songwon’s strategy, thus the ucquisition of
Tunyshun Buifu und isobutylene produc-
fion in Mueum. Producing its own interme-
diutes and raw materidls provides econo-
mies of scule us well us protect Songwon
from supply issues und price fluctuations.

Chemservice Asiu, Songwonh'’s joint
venture with Chemservice that provides
regulutory daffdirs consultancy, is growing
relatively fast, Butti suid. “Where it comes
tfo reguldations like REACH, muny Asiun
compunies ure pretty lost and lack un-
derstanding, und they need professionul
help.” he udded. “There is redlly u big turn-
uround in the region in terms of regulutory
uffuirs and we see u potential.”

While Asiun compunies ure moviny in
line with US and Europeun leyislution, ey
REACH, Asiu is ulso coming up with its own
set of regulations. Chemservice sees more
customers from other parts of the world
wuhting to reyister in Asiu.

Demand for
biocomposites

imber is one of Muluysiu’s mujor exports,
T‘rotully around RM20 billion (US$6.5 bil-

lion) in 2009. The largest components
come from wooden furniture (32%) and
plywood (26%), suid Dr Jalaluddin Harun,
director-yenerdl of the Malaysian Timber In-
dustry Bourd (MTIB). This meuns that neurly
60% of exports ure from so-culled commod-
ity products that had undergone little or no
processing.

By the year 2020, Dr Jalaluddin hopes
to increuse the proportion of exports from
vulue-udded products to 60% und exports
revenue to hit RM53 billion (US$17 billion)
—that translates to un rise of 6.4% unnudlly.
These ure targets the MTIB set under its hu-
tiondl fimber industry policy or NATIP.

One of the wuys to increuse the value of
finished products is to develop hew muteridls
for biocomposites. Wood comjposite mould-
ings or extruded products contribute just 9%
to the overdll exports und Dr Jalaluddin wants
o see this value double dt leust, by 2020.

“PVC is on ifs way out, especidlly in de-
veloped countries,” he expluined, “und
timber is sufe und eco-friendly.” Wood com-
posites cun be used for buildings — for struc-
turdl use like roofs to fixtures inside the house
like kitchen cubinets. They cun dlso be used
for automotive purts aund furhiture.

Appealing to the senses

runge of thermoplustics elastomers ut

the K fair that are soft to the touch and
smells yood too. The hew reudy-to-use mus-
terbutch muy be udded ih concentrutions
of between 3% und 10%. For nhow, the Ther-
molust K range is avdilable in three flavours:
peppermint, vanilla und upple.

Kraibury believes that blending aromu
with the soft touch associuted with TPE
products opens up new Mmurketing op-
tions, especidlly for consumer products.
Thermolust K is ulready commercidlised in
d line of toothbrushes as well us feminine
razors. Other possible upplicutions include
cosmetics, household yoods, puckaying
or even eyuipment for the auto industry.

Quizzed durinyg the K fair, Michuel Poll-
man, Kraiburg’s sules director for Europe,
would not say how lohy the smell will last,
except that it will sustain for the lenyth of
use for hygiene applicutions.

Kraiburg focuses ifs business on four
muin areus, these ure automotive, industri-
dl, cohsumer und medicul goods. Also on
show at K wus the Hipex line of high-per-
formunce TPEs for uutomotives. Incorpo-
rating EVM, TPE parts cun withstund long-
term use up to 175°C und exhibit optimum
compression even ut high temperutures.
They dre dlso resistunt to u wide range of

TPE specidlist Kraiburg unveiled g hew

fluids, includinyg oils und yreuses.

This product hus beeh in the market
for two yedars and Pollman predicts u “very
positive future” for it. The compuny will be
presenting u second-yenerution product
that shows better tensile strength. Hipex
has been upproved for u dumpening unit
by carmuker BMW for the MINI brand.

Meunwhile, Kruiburg will continue to
expund its international networks, said
CEO Franz Hinterecker.

“In five or ten yeaurs’ time, we imuyine
expunding production into South America,
such as Bruzil, or China and India,” he said.

“"We will be doubling our cupucity in
Mualaysia,” Hinterecker added, “from the
present 3,500 tonnes fo 7,000 fonnes.”

In its three plants in the US, Germany
and Mualaysiu, Krauiburg TPE has more than
10 extruders producing un annudl capduc-
ity of over 30,000 fonnes.
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omy, business owners wunt more for less.

Milliken Chemicual says its PE hucleution
agent HPN-20E cun bring benefits across
the PE industry, from processors to puck-
agers und findlly, on to consumers.

The use of Hyperform HPN-20E enubles
higher pedk crystullisution temperautures,
which franslates to shorter cycle times
and improved productivity of 10% to 20%,
depending onh the processing methods
and resin design. Since purts cun be de-
moulded more yuickly during injection
moulding und extrusion blow mouldiny,
und outfput cun be ruised in blown film,
converters und moulders cun gain from
lower systems runniny cost.

A chunge in crystdl orientation of the
nucleuted polymer helps to improve bur-
rier properties in HDPE blown film aund extru-

I n the fuce of u more challenyginy econ-

Milliken’s Hyperform
Nucleation technology
improves PE performance

sion blow Mmoulded upplications by 20% to
40%. The shelf life of perishuble content like
dry foods, duiry products, vitumins and nu-
traceuticuls cun thus be extended. This dlso
meauns that brand owners have greater flex-
ibility to decide whether to increuse the shelf
life of products using film of existing thickness
or to use u thinner-guuge film to muaintain
the current shelf life.

Improved buarrier performunce dlso helps
to cut costs by reducing evaporation. By
chunging fo hucleuted PE, persondl cure
foroduct manufacturers would ho longer
need to overfil bottles und contuiners to
compenhsute for volume loss due to the per-
medation of water vapour, hor would they
need to udd udditional frugrances to ensure
d lony-lusting presence.

Hyperform HPN-20E cuh be used for
HDPE blown film, extrusion blow moulding
and injection mouldiny, us well us in linear
low density PE (LLDPE), especiully C4 gus
fohase LLDPE. It is avdiluble in pure powder
additive form or through a mausterbatch
solution.

Designing a surgical

strong as steel

right Medicul Technology is u Ten-
Whessee, US-bused orthopuedic med-

icul device compuny that designs,
manufactures und markets reconstructive
joint devices und bioloyics. In addition to
joint implunts, it also makes the Pro-Dense
bonhe-ygrufting puste which is used to re-
ygenerdte bone tissue. For this, its engineers
wuhted to offer surgeons und hospituls G
set of disposuble und pre-sterilised surgicdl
tools for unkle procedures, including d ret-
rogrude drill guide for the ankle.

This would be the first time a drill guide
is maude in u disposuble plustic form. Not
ohly does the device huve o be very stiff
und dimensionadlly uccurute to meet the
tight requirements of such u delicute sur-
gery, the part hus to be munufuctured ut
u suitable price for disposubles.

With these factors in mind, custom
compounder RTP recommended two pos-
sibilities from the RTP 300 Series yluss-fibre
reinforced polycurbonute compounds,
which dre diso ISO 10993 compliunt o
meet biocomputibility requirements. Pro-
totypes were first tested in a cadaver

part as

the

luborutory und \
surgeonhs ugreed that
the plustics gyuides worked
well und performed in the sume
munner us a metal guide.

Wright Medicul finally
decided on the higher
louded ver- sion to give
surgeons un
e x t r g
meausure
of stiffness.
Ryun Beluney, Wright Medicul’s Prod-
uct Development Engineer welcomed the
news of u comfortubly priced device. “We
found that we would be able to munufuc-
ture plastic drill guides for less thun half the
cost of u metdl version, handily meeting
our desired price point for disposubles,”
he suid.

An udded bonus from using RTP’s
material was that pre-colouring the com-
pound gyuve Wright Medical the dbility to
brand the device in its custom teul colour
to make it visudlly outstunding in the mar-
ketpluce.

20 Asiun Plustic News U « ¥y « &l 01/02 2011

Edgetek gives E&E
industry new edge
in materials

etek AM, u hdlogen-free flume retard-

ant (HFFR) high-temperature polyu-
mide. This is the US-bused compuny’s lat-
est uddition to its runge of halogen-free,
flume returdunt specidlty ehyineered
mauteridls for the electrical und electronics
industries.

Frank Tomuselli, generdul munuger for
PolyOne Engineered Muteridls Europe,
suid, “In the electricul und electronics mar-
ket, applications continue to get smualler
and thihner. To improve component per-
formance und munufucturing efficiency,
there is an increusing demaund for muteri-
dls that cun bridge the cost-performunce
yup between traditiondl enyineered ther-
moplustics, such as PA66 or PBT, und high-
er-priced performunce polymers, such us
PPS, PSU, PES, PEI, LCP und PEEK.”

Edyetek AM is well-suited for low volt-
uge upplicutions such as high power cir-
cuit bredukers, switch disconhectors, switch
geurs, conhnectors, relays, micro-compo-
nents und sensors. These polyumide com-
fpounds have lower specific gravity and
are less corrosive thun existing huloyen-
uted flume-returdunt options, leuding to
lonhyer tool life.

PolyOhe udds that the new com-
founds ure ideul for mouldiny thin-walled
furts in multi-cavity tools.

Edgetek AM haus good dimensional
stubility und creep resistunce at elevuted
temperautures, with u heut deflection tem-
perature (HDT) greuter than 260°C.

Edgetek AM wus first made commer-
cidlly avdiluble in Europe in both stundard
und custom grades, und will be avdiluble
in North America and Asiu this year,

AT the K show, PolyOne infroduced Edy-



